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IS on
the menu

By Tiacey Porpora
Special to The Star-Ledger

Whether you're hosting an inti-
mate gathering for 20 people or an
affair of 100 guests, smaller wedding
reception venues abound in New

Jersey at various restaurants, which

will cater to your every need.

At Highlawn Pavilion in West
Orange there are many options for
hosting an intimate wedding recep-
tion. “The upstairs Pavilion Room
holds up to 150 people,” said Mary
Jane Frankel, public relations director
for Highlawn Pavilion. “In addition,
the Wine Cellar holds up to 45 peo-
ple. It has a long rectangular table
that seats up to 16 guests. If more

seating is needed, the banquet staff
adds a round table at each end, creat-
ing an oval.”

Frankel noted that a sit-down din-
ner in the Wine Cellar features a four-
course meal, with a choice of four
entrées. “A cocktail reception can be
held there, or if the wedding is in the

afternoon, it can be held in the upstairs
bar. The wedding ceremony usually is
held in the outside gazebo, but can also
be set up in the Wine Cellar, or on the
second floor in the Pavilion Room,’
she said.“The cuisine, under the direc-
tion of Executive Chef Mitchell
Altholz, is American with modern

European influences. As for ambiance,
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Restaurants offer
refined setting
for intimate reception

one can’t get a more romantic setting
than having the Manhattan skyline as a
‘scenic dining’ view.”

Meanwhile, Verve in Somerville,
which resembles a New York City
brownstone, can accommodate up to
100 guests for a wedding reception.

“We offer full-service. We can help a

couple with flowers, music, the wait
staff, food, ministers or judges, and
gowns and tuxedos. We provide an
intimate setting for your wedding,”
said Rick St. Pierre,Verve proprietor.
“At Verve, we do a lot of commit-
ment ceremonies, as well as second
marriages.”

He noted the facility specializes in

The Highlawn Pavilion, above, offers a variety of options for seating guests, including the Wine Cellay, top right, which holds up to 45 people.
At Verve, above right, upscale French provincial cuisine is a specialty of the restaurant.

Kenilworth Inn in Kenilworth, and
" the Gran Centurions in Clark.
Meanwhile, at the Newark Club,
where guests are afforded a spectacu-
lar view of Manhattan in a contem-
porary setting, small weddings can be
hosted. “For a night time function on
a Friday or Sunday we have a guar-
anteed minimum of 130 people, and
on Saturday its 150 people,” said
Harry Prott, catering manager for
the Newark Club. “For smaller wed-
dings with as few as 80 people, we
can host it here on Saturday after-
noons. We only do one event at a
time, and each menu is customized.”
Meanwhile, the Lincroft Inn in
Lincroft is another venue that can
/ accommodate intimate affairs up to
140 guests for a wedding reception.
“upscale, French provincial” cuisine.
“We only offer prime steak, and also
have a provincial French bistro and

vegetarian selections,” said St. Pierre.

Another restaurant that hosts inti-
mate affairs is Aliperti’s in Clark,
which is known for its Italian cuisine
and Mediterranean influenced décor.
“We can host a cocktail hour with a
sit-down dinner or buffet,” said
Garry Ruane, chef/owner of
Aliperti’s Restaurant. “There are
hotel facilities a half-mile away for
out-of-town guests, and the restau-
rant is easily accessible from the
Garden State Parkway” He noted
that intimate affairs, as well as larger

weddings, also can be hosted at .

Alipertis’ Culinary Creations at the
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Spectacular Sunset... Starry Skies... Award Winning 5 Star Service... Impeccable Service...
Classic American-Continental Cuisine... A Ro ti

and Inti

te Ambiance.

View the Most Famous Skyline in the World... The Charter of Your Dreams...

DMV International Yachts, Inc.

call toll free 877.368.4685 ¢ 212.385.9400
www.DMVInternationalYachts.com
New York, NY * Weehawken, NJ

Specializing in
Weddings,
Anniversaries,
Birthday Parties,
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs,
Corporate and
Social Events.
Choice of Yachts
accommodating
up to 400 people.
Departures from

most NY, NJ, Conn
& Westchester ports.

enjoy food & meet our providers

125 Clinton Road, Unit #4, Fairfield, NJ 07004
RSVP 877-33-EVENT or 973-575-7775
Minutes from Route 46, 30 & GSP

y, hair & make-up, dj, florist, band, travel, invitations, cigar r

limos & limousines, photogr:

Great bvents Deserve A Grand Socation.

‘WITH A PROFESSIONAL EVENT PLANNING STAFF AND A VARIETY OF ROOM OPTIONS TO
CHOOSE FROM, THE GRAND COLONIAL IS THE PERFECT LOCATION FOR YOUR NEXT EVENT.

$99 SPECIAL SUMMER 2008 WEDDING PACKAGE,
DATES STILL AVAILABLE!

ONE OF A KIND REHEARSAL DINNER PACKAGES

907195

908-735-7889 www.grandcolonialnj.com 86 Highway 173 West, Perryville, NJ
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